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“Sometimes comedians are the best at delivering the news; it can be helpful to laugh a 
little when the world is upside down.” 
 
There was a serious side of Mr. Carlin in addition to his salty and sarcastic humor from 
the 70’s and 80’s.  As I think about our country and our society trying to make sense of 
impeachments, Super Bowls, and an election year; divisions and distrust at almost 
every level characterize so much of our existence.  Perhaps we can step back and allow 
these comparisons from a few years ago to remind us that maybe we won’t change 
much in this world. From George Carlin: 
 
“The paradox of our time in history is that we have taller buildings but shorter tempers, 
wider freeways, but narrower viewpoints.  We spend more but have less, we buy more 
but enjoy less.  We have bigger houses and smaller families, more conveniences, but 
less time.  We have more degrees but less sense, more knowledge but less judgment, 
more experts, yet more problems, more medicine, but less wellness. 
 
We drink too much, smoke too much, spend too recklessly, laugh too little, drive too 
fast, get too angry, stay up too late, get up too tired, read too little, watch TV too much, 
and pray too seldom.  We have multiplied our possessions, but reduced our values.  We 
talk too much, too seldom, and hate too often.  We’ve learned how to make a living, but 
not a life.  We’ve added years to life not life to years.  We’ve been all the way to the 
moon and back, but have trouble crossing the street to meet a new neighbor.  We 
conquered outer space but not our inner space.  We’ve done larger things but not 
always better things. 
 
We’ve cleaned up the air but polluted the soul.  We’ve conquered the atom, but not our 
prejudice.  We write more, but learn less.  We plan more, but accomplish less.  We’ve 
learned to rush, but not to wait.  We build more computers to hold more information, to 
produce more copies than ever, but we communicate less and less.  These have 
become the times of fast foods and slow digestion, big men and small character, steep 
profits and shallow relationships.  These are the days of two incomes but more divorce, 
fancier houses but broken homes.” 
 
I don’t presume to know what George Carlin’s relationship was with God, but we can 
identify with many of his insights.  We can learn and be convicted by the truth of 
society’s conditions while always seeking God’s guidance in countering these conditions 
with a better witness. 
 
Philippians 3:20-21(RSV) “But our commonwealth is in heaven, and from it we await a 
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will change our lowly body to be like his glorious 
body by the power which enables him even to subject all things to himself.” 
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