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LENT 2021 OVERVIEW

Weekly Devotionals

CONTACT
info@stjamestampa.org
813.971.4790
stjamestampa.org

16202 Bruce B Downs Blvd
Tampa, FL 33647

HOLY WEEK

ASH WEDNESDAY

Palm Sunday - Mar. 28
Traditional Service: 9:30am
Contemporary Service: 11:00am

Maundy Thursday - Apr. 1
Tenebrae Worship Service: 7:00pm

Good Friday - Apr. 2
Passion Worship Experience: 7:00pm

Easter Sunday - Apr. 4*
Sunrise Service by the Lake: 7:00am
Traditional Service: 9:30am
Contemporary Service: 11:00am

*All Easter Services will be outside!!

Ash Wednesday - Feb. 17
Worship Service: 7:00pm

WORSHIP
Sundays During Lent
Traditional Service: 9:30am
Contemporary Service: 11:00am

All worship services are available 
on-campus and online at 
www.stjamestampa.org.

St. James UMC
During Lent

Lenten Calendar

WEEK 1 - Feb. 17-27
God Dwells Among Us - John 1:14

A daily calendar for you to fill in ways to 
Fast, Pray, Serve, Thank, Give, Reflect, 

Worship, and Rejoice this Lenten Season.

WEEK 2 - Feb. 28-Mar. 6
Forgiven - Colossians 2:13-14

WEEK 3 - Mar. 7-13
Welcomed into God’s Presence - Matthew 11:28-30

WEEK 4 - Mar. 14-20
Eternal Love - Zephaniah 3:17

WEEK 5 - Mar. 21-27
Victory - John 16:33

HOLY WEEK - Mar. 28-Apr. 4
The Compassion of Christ - John 11:35





LENT 2021 A LETTER FROM PASTOR TONY

Dear St. James family and friends,
Welcome to the season of Lent, 2021. It is amazing to think that exactly one-year ago - at the 
beginning of Lent 2020 - we began to experience the impact of the Coronavirus pandemic. It began a 
year like no other; of disease, death, discord, destruction – and within it all, disconnection. That gets 
to the very reason for this Lenten devotional booklet that has been prepared by your Discipleship 
Team. We pray that, within such a time of disconnection, it becomes a tangible means for you to 
connect with God, with others in the St. James family, and with the world around you.

For Christians, Lent is a season for us to prepare for the joy of Jesus’ victorious resurrection on Easter, 
by reflecting on our need for Jesus’s sacrificial death on Good Friday.  To guide us through the journey 
together this year, we are using the Bible study, “He Chose the Nails”, by Max Lucado. Lent is a time 
when we often consider what we can give up in life to get closer to God. In this study, Max presents 
all the gifts God has given to us through the Cross of Jesus Christ. His blood was all that we needed, 
but He gave us so much more: identity; forgiveness; presence; eternal love; ultimate victory; and 
confident assurance in it all.  Why? Because, He chose the nails. All this, because He chooses you and 
me.

This booklet you hold in your hands provides weekly devotionals - all written by fellow members of St. 
James -   that will help us to reflect more deeply on each of these gifts offered through the Cross.  
Especially in a time when so much has been taken from us, we pray it will help you experience all that 
God has given you in new and more tangible ways. We invite you to deepen your experience by 
joining one of the small-groups for the Bible-study, “He Chose the Nails.” For more information, 
including a schedule of available groups (online or in-person), see the Church website: 
www.stjamestampa.org.  And, we hope you consider offering these gifts to others in your life, so they 
may also experience the gift of God’s love that is greater than all we’re going through in this world.

God’s blessings – YOU are loved,

Pastor Tony Fotsch 
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LENT 2021 WEEK 1

God Dwells Among Us

God dwells among us. This is one of the promises of God to His people, to dwell not only with His people, but 
in His people. We see it in the Old Testament, and we see it in the New Testament. “I will put my dwelling 
place among you... I will walk among you and will be your God, and you shall be my people.” Leviticus 
26:11–12.

God is interested in relationship and He is interested in being near to His people. He wants to be in us, to 
dwell in us, to be related to us, and to make His dwelling place in us. This is the picture we have in the Old 
Testament temple, the tabernacle. It was not just a building or a tent where people went to have religious 
services, but God said, “I will dwell with you. I will be in you; I will be among you.”

Everything in our lives that’s good, holy, valuable, and wonderful flows out of God dwelling in our midst. “The 
Word became flesh”. God put on human flesh, “and dwelt among us.” John 1:14 He “tabernacled” among us, 
and “we have seen His glory.” We know Him as Emmanuel, God with us. When Jesus returned to heaven, He 
promised He would send the Holy Spirit. John 14:17, Jesus said, “He dwells with you and he will be in you”. 
Christ in you, the Holy Spirit in you, your hope of glory. 

This Lenten season is a good opportunity for you to examine the question: Where are you in your relationship 
with God? Is it intimate, vital, and growing or has it become distant and passionless? Are you nurturing that 
relationship by spending daily time alone with Him? Is He giving you a new desire to know Him?

Dear God, thank you for dwelling among us. Help me to develop a closer relationship with you as I seek 
you in prayer and study of your scriptures. In Jesus’ name I pray, amen.   

BY GLORIA HILTON

John 1:14
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen 

his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full 
of grace and truth.

Adapted from Nancy DeMoss Wolgemuth’s March 23, 2020 Revive Our Hearts Podcast and Daily 
Reflections September 4, 2020 - www.ReviveOurHearts.com. Used with permission.



LENT 2021 WEEK 2

Forgiven

We live in world that constantly requires us to analyze transactions for fairness and equality.

For example, today I spent most of my day at work so I know I’m owed a paycheck. Before I went to work I 
took a shower, so I owe something to city of Tampa for the water. I also completed an Amazon return. I 
definitely am owed something on that transaction. They’ll probably take a little out for the return shipping, 
but I probably owe them that. I actually worked out today after work, so I think I owe it to myself to enjoy a 
treat later. I hope you get the idea...

It pains me to say it (my only C in college was Accounting), but every single day we spend time balancing 
transactions. What did we earn? What do we owe? What is it worth? It’s not a bad system. It makes a lot of 
sense. You get what you give and pay what you owe. It’s simple. It’s fair. It’s logical. 

But God is not compelled by logic or perhaps even fairness. God is so complex that our perfectly simple 
transactional system of give/get/owe/pay is blown to bits. Paul says in Colossians that we owed a debt. Sin 
placed us in a hole that no payment of our own could pull us out. God took that debt, nailed it to the cross, 
and wiped it away. The transaction doesn’t fit our logical, fair, simple system. It doesn’t make a lick of sense. 

Therefore, God made a way. Jesus endured the cross for our sins, so that we might have life. Take a moment 
to stop and consider how unusual this transaction is. Think about the debt in your life and how God has 
wiped that debt away.

Gracious God. I owe you more than I can pay. Thank you sending Jesus to wipe away my debt. Help me be 
forever grateful and forever humbled by your grace and mercy. Amen.

BY CAMERON JONES

Colossians 2:13-14
…But God gave you new life together with Christ. He forgave us all our sins. 
He wiped out what the law said that we owed. The law stood against us. It 

judged us. But he has taken it away and nailed it to the cross.



LENT 2021 WEEK 3

Welcomed into God’s Presence

During the season of Lent we draw closer to God through a renewed appreciation of His presence in our 
lives. In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus offers a personal invitation to come into His presence.  As we spend 
time with Him we begin to experience His unconditional love, forgiveness, and compassion. 

The past year has brought unexpected challenges, exhausting circumstances, sickness and grief for many 
across the world. In these difficult times Jesus invites all who are worried and burdened, overwhelmed and 
exhausted to trust and believe in Him.  It is in His loving presence that we will find deep rest for our souls.  
Will we accept the invitation?

We must lean on Jesus at all times in all circumstances allowing Him to work in and through us. Let us rest 
on the hopeful promises of God.

Heavenly Father, prepare our hearts to receive your gifts of comfort and love. Lead us by faith to know your 
Holy presence in our lives. Help us to trust in you and your promises that bring eternal life. Amen.

BY TERRY JOYCE

Matthew 11:28-30
Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in 

heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my 
burden is light.



LENT 2021 WEEK 4

Eternal Love

How many times have you heard yourself (or while growing up, your parents) repeating ad nauseum to stop a certain 
behavior? For me, I found that I didn’t stop because it was fun or par for the course in having a younger sibling to 
taunt. No matter how grumpy mama got, I knew in my heart of hearts her love for me was deeper than the 
annoyance she felt or the misbehavior that would have to be reigned in. I never once questioned whether this 
behavior was the one final terrible notch on the belt that would exile me from her love. Yet, we can look beyond our 
children and feel contempt for other children, or perhaps even disgust or hate for others who are part of different 
political party, neighborhood, football team, corporation, denomination, race, ethnic group, or religion. In the 
classroom, it is so easy for students to utter insults and put downs, yet are tongue-tied or mute when invited to offer 
gratitude or a compliment to a fellow classmate. Adults, too, are finding themselves navigating responses to a culture 
of violence and extremism.  

We know from our primary years that devaluing a human life and violence are morally evil. We learn our first song in 
church, “Jesus loves me for the Bible tells me so…” We post signs of John 3:16 that God so loved the world that He 
gave his only son. Have you ever paused to really think about how great God’s love is for you? 

God loved us enough to salvage us in Jesus Christ. The achievement of Christ’s blood is complete to forgive every sin 
we commit from birth to death. And our children. And our children’s children. The cross symbolizes the width of God’s 
love for the world. Yes, that includes me, you and the others. It is a holy love that has no expiration date, is COVID-19 
proof, drought proof, election proof, and life proof. However, Christ’s work in us as individuals takes soooo much 
longer. It is ongoing. This is where the part about loving your neighbor needs teeth. It’s not wishful thinking. With 
God’s help, we can take actionable steps to love like Jesus.

Lord, thank you for loving me. I want to be a mature disciple of Christ. Root out any sin in me. Give me confidence to 
enter into the pain of this world, by integrating my faith, goodness and prayer. Remake me in your image. Help me see 
what you want to teach me in sharing your love. In the mighty name of Jesus I ask it all. Amen.

BY KIM ROSTICK

Zephaniah 3:17
The Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will 

rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult 
over you with loud singing.



LENT 2021 WEEK 5

Victory

How is it that Paul and Silas sang and praised God while they sat in chains in prison (Acts 16:25-34)? What 
supernatural power allows an Ethiopian evangelist to withstand electrocution for his faith and live to continue 
sharing the Gospel message?*

We know from God’s word that we will not be immune to this world’s troubles. Accepting Christ as our personal 
savior is not Teflon coating or a “get out of jail free” card. The Holy Spirit will sometimes call us to very uncomfortable, 
if not painful, sacrifices for our faith.

What can we do to prepare for this mission to act out our faith like Paul and Silas and Tedesse Assay and Mother 
Teresa and Corrie Ten Boom and hundreds of others who inspire us by how they stood tall in the faith and proclaimed 
boldly and clearly that Jesus is King? He is Lord of all creation!

Father God, you rescued us out of sin and deliver us to be in service to You. We are called to proclaim your glory 
and mercies which are new everyday. Father, embolden us to share your Gospel message in word and in deed. 
Help us to know how we can serve you. Help our unbelief and increase our discernment of Your will for our lives. 
In the matchless name of Your son, Jesus, we pray. Amen.

*This is the amazing, true story of Tedesse Assay, a Christian in communist Ethiopia where sharing the Gospel was 
illegal at the time. Tedesse would show up at funerals and preach the Good News until he was imprisoned and 
sentenced to death. After three attempts to kill him by electric chair, which he miraculously survived, the jailers were 
so scared they released Tedesse who promptly resumed his evangelism. To God be the glory!

BY BARBARA BROSCH

John 16:33
I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. 

In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have 
overcome the world.



LENT 2021 HOLY WEEK

The Compassion of Christ

I had never felt so raw and vulnerable in my life.  In the days and weeks that followed the death of my Mother, I just 
felt so “fragile.”  It left me needing something of others around me.  I couldn’t verbalize what it was.  I knew I was 
aware of this need and I knew that I couldn’t provide it for myself.  I needed people to be careful with my soul that 
had been so crushed.  I needed people to help me cry the tears I know I needed to shed.  I needed people to pour love 
into my heart that felt so empty.  I needed compassion.

John 11:35 is the shortest verse in the Bible, and for me, one of the most profound.  “Jesus wept.”  Just let that sink in 
for you this Holy Week.  This is the Lord of all the universe, who had within Him the power to raise His friend, 
Lazarus, from the dead.  But, before He did, He broke down and cried.  Jesus chose to show compassion, because 
Jesus is compassion.  He comes into your life, personally.  He knows the pain you suffer, deeply.  He weeps with you 
and bears the burden with you, like no one else can. 
 
Isn’t it amazing to receive compassion when you need it?  For me, it was surprising how the littlest things meant so 
much.  It was the wife of my roommate not saying anything after hearing the news, but just pulling me in for a big, 
tight hug.  It was the airline gate agent seeing my “bereavement” ticket, pausing to ask who died, and showing a tear 
as she said, “I am so sorry for your loss.” It was weeping together in the arms of my father, a man I’d seen cry only 
once before.  And, it was a million other things, all of them healing me, restoring me, saving me.

What a life-changing gift compassion can be.  And, if we’re honest, it’s something we all need, don’t we? All of us 
have experiences that leave us raw, vulnerable, injured, suffering, etc.  Will you choose to accept the compassion 
Jesus offers to you?  And, let’s get real; the world right now is so raw, vulnerable, and “fragile.”  With the Spirit of 
Jesus in us, will you choose to show compassion to those around you?  Who knows the life you might save in the 
power of Jesus’ compassion.  Who can imagine how this world might be transformed by Christians pouring His 
compassion into everyone!

Dear Lord Jesus, in this holiest of weeks, we praise you for all that you are.  And Lord, we thank you for the 
compassion you pour on us.  It is the best thing – it saves us!  Lord, help me to pour out your compassion on those 
around me, and upon this world, so others may know your compassionate love for them. Amen.

BY PASTOR TONY FOTSCH

John 11:35
Jesus wept.





LENTEN
CALENDAR

LENT 2021

Shared with permission from UMHEF



This Lent, UMHEF invites you on a

JOURNEY TO THE CROSS
Lent is an important time in the Christian calendar when we can prepare our hearts and spirits for Jesus. 
As Easter approaches, we draw nearer to the cross where He paid the ultimate sacrifice. The guide below 

offers ideas for focus and preparation each week of Lent. Use the calendar on the back of this page to 
plan what you’ll do each week. We hope you are able to center your heart and mind on God each day and 

become new in Christ this Lenten season.

ASH
WEDNESDAY
February 17

1ST
SUNDAY
IN LENT

February 21

2ND
SUNDAY
IN LENT

February 28

3RD
SUNDAY
IN LENT
March 7

4TH
SUNDAY
IN LENT

March 14

5TH
SUNDAY
IN LENT

March 21

PALM
SUNDAY
March 28

FAST. Fasting doesn’t just mean going without food. It’s easy to fill our lives with obligations, 
relationships, or mindless routines that can distract us from focusing on Jesus. Choose something 
to give up during the next four days and dedicate that time or money to glorify God. 

PRAY. Prayer is God’s invitation into conversation. It’s our way to be thankful, bring our needs and 
desires to God, and offer up prayers on behalf of others. Use this week to read and pray the Lord’s 
Prayer, then create your own prayer you can use throughout Lent.

GIVE. Because we believe that “everything comes from you, and we have given you only what 
comes from your hand,” this week, find ways to give. Some ideas include collecting everyone’s 
change at the end of the day, selling a homemade product, hosting a (virtual) game night, or use 
your creativity to think of something that meets a need you see around you!

THANK. More than an expression, thankfulness is an attitude through which we can live out God’s 
blessings in our lives. Each day this week, thank someone in your life who has shown you God’s 
goodness in some way. How can you show God’s goodness to others around you?

SERVE. The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted many traditional ways you can serve others in your 
community. But we know God continues to command us to care for “the least of these.” This week, 
consider the special gifts and talents God has given you. How can you creatively serve your family, 
neighbors, or co-workers?

REFLECT. Living a full life requires change and adaptation. We’ve all experienced a lot 
of that within the past year! During this week, reflect on this season of Lent so far. 
What have you learned about God? Yourself? Others? How do you feel as Easter and 
Jesus’ ultimate sacrifice draw near?

WORSHIP. Palm Sunday ushers in the last days before Easter. This week, seek out 
in-person or virtual worship opportunities to experience the fullness of this important 
season in the life of the Church. Praise God for this time of fasting, prayer, giving, 
thankfulness, service, and reflection.
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SUNDAY                MONDAY             TUESDAY        WEDNESDAY        THURSDAY            FRIDAY             SATURDAY

FAST

PRAY

SERVE

THANK

GIVE

reflect

worship

rejoice!

Use this Lenten calendar to plan things you can do as we journey to the cross of Easter.
May God bless you during this important season.

The grand vision of the United Methodist Higher Education 
Foundation is that it be economically possible for any qualified 
United Methodist student to be educated at a United 
Methodist-related institution of higher education. UMHEF’s 
partnerships with local UM churches, schools, annual conference 
foundations, and donors allow over 1,000 students to receive 
more than $2 million in vital scholarship support every year. You 
may donate today at umhef.org/give.
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